
  

Dear Friends, 

Why First Serve? 

 That’s how scripture says we should live, in service first. 

Scripture tells us that the health of our faith can be measured by 

what we do much more than by what we say. That’s the story 

we hear about the two sons in the Gospel and that’s what we’re 

told in the letter of James. James says, “Be doers of the word and 

not merely hearers who deceive themselves.” There are few 

better ways to start our year together than in actions of love. 

Why is our work happening in the Summit Lake neighborhood of Akron? 

 Jesus was clear that love shouldn’t be limited to the neighbor next door or to 

our own kin, but it is the most faithful love when it reaches those who are the most 

in need of love. That’s what he said about offering food to the hungry, drink to the 

thirsty, clothing to the naked, a home for those on the street and visiting those who 

are removed. Healthy faith must go into places we would likely not otherwise go.  

And when faith does take you to those places, the promise is that we will find a 

peace that typically otherwise alludes us. It also helps that we have a long history of 

engagement in Summit Lake including: OPEN M hot lunches, Miller Ave. UCC, 

Lunch On Us, Playground build at Miller Ave., Students With A Goal (SWAG), 

Family Promise, Akron Canton Food Bank. Yes, as much as being in the Summit 

Lake neighborhood is engaging and being a part of a community in need that is not 

right next door, it is also home to us.   

Why (like last year) are we partnering with the Temple down the street and the Islamic 

Society on Steels Corners Road? 

 Once again, we are compelled by the Gospel to go and know those who are 

not just like us and find our commonality all as children of God. Throughout 

scripture we find Jesus going into lands where brothers and sisters in faith wouldn’t 

go for fear of being tainted by those who worship and found God in ways unfamiliar 

to them. Jesus ate, cared for and shared with people no matter who they were. He 

did it because that’s God’s calling to all of humanity – to meet people where they are 

and look for God within each one.   

 I hope you will join us for a transformative day of serving and forming new 

relationships. For information, visit the First Serve display in Fellowship Hall or 

register online (more information on this is found in this newsletter). We encourage 

you to gather a group of friends and family (anyone is welcome to join) and work on 

a project together. There are opportunities for people of all ages and abilities. It all 

happens on Sunday, September 10. The day will start with a brief sending service in 

the sanctuary at 9:00 am. We will arrive at our project sites at 10:00 am. There will be 

a hot dog cookout at Summit Lake around Noon and projects will end at 4:00 pm. 

 I look forward to sharing in God’s love with you on the 10th! 

Always, Peter 
 

WATER SUNDAY ~ September 17, 2017 
Remember to drop off your water bottles and cards by Sunday, September 17.  

A basket is located on the table in the narthex before entering the sanctuary. 
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First Serve 
 At a conference a few weeks ago, I was reminded how much visiting someone’s 

home helps us gain a better understanding of who they are and what matters to them.  

The theme of the conference was “Making Our Home with the Other.” In our conver-

sations, the leaders and we participants talked about the crucial task of getting to know 

people who are “other” or stranger to us as a way to work toward stemming the mis-

trust, violence, hatred, and oppression that happens in our society.   

 We took “home” to mean that experience you have when you sit in someone 

else’s living room, enjoy a cup of coffee with them, and talk together about your lives. 

But as I began to think about the theme and our work to be done this year for First Serve in the Summit 

Lake neighborhood, I couldn’t help but think about how through the service projects we’re going to be ex-

periencing the “home” of the people of Summit Lake. We’re going to their neighborhood, to the streets that 

are familiar to them, and to the gathering places that allow them to be community together. In those places, 

we’ll gain a glimpse into their lives, into who they are, and into what matters to them. Once you meet 

someone, and hear some of their story, and connect as humans who care about their homes and neighbor-

hoods, well, it’s hard to see them as “other” or strangers anymore.   

 Be sure to sign up for your project soon, if you haven’t done so already. Invite friends and family to 

join you, too; help strangers become neighbors. I look forward to joining you in the “home” of our Summit 

Lake neighbors to be God’s love in action. I look forward to meeting them and hearing their stories and 

coming to know them as our neighbors. 

Welcoming 
 With summer ending, the academic year starting up, and vacations and travels done for many, 

we’ll be seeing more faces—familiar and unfamiliar—on Sunday morning. For unfamiliar faces, I hope 

you’ll take time to engage them, to live out the statement “Wherever you are on your journey, you are wel-

come here” that we use here in First Congregational. The passing of the peace at the end of worship is a 

great time to interact with people, or look for people standing by themselves in Fellowship Hall at coffee 

hour. 

 Sometimes I hear people worry about introducing themselves to someone and learning they’ve 

been members for years. To avoid this, don’t worry about the “who is a member or who isn’t” category, 

and instead try an open-ended greeting like, “Hi, I don’t think we’ve met before. My name is…” Once you 

learn their name, continue with open-ended questions. If they are newcomers, you could introduce them to 

someone else, so they’ve had a chance to meet a few people of the congregation. You might also consider 

introducing them to us pastors as you make your way out of the sanctuary. What matters most is that a 

connection is made for the newcomer; and if they are inclined to visit us again, that connection may be the 

deciding factor. We are a community of faith, and community implies connection among the people who 

belong to that community. A newcomer may like our worship service or the children and youth program-

ming, but if no one talks with them, they may not return. 

 Welcoming is not always easy. We’re not going to get it right all the time, but we must continue to 

put our best foot forward in the effort. Because that’s our heritage as people of faith, the extension of wel-

come to the strangers, to the fellow traveler on this journey of life—to welcome them and to invite them to 

be part of the Body of Christ in this place. 

Peace, 

Jeanette 

New Member Class and Informational Gathering 
See the back page for details on our next class in October. 
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 The month of September is full of new beginnings following the summer of 
altered pace in an easing of regular routines and hopefully relaxing vacations. Sep-
tember signals the beginning of many new things – a new school year for students, a 
new and ever hopeful season for the Cleveland Browns, another desired possibility 
of a World Series Championship for the Cleveland Indians and renewed hopes for 
Hudson High’s football, soccer, and cross-country teams. It is a month which begins 
a new program year with the featured start of the First Serve Sunday with volun-
teers serving projects in the Summit Lake area of Akron. It is a thirty-day period of 
fresh starts and high expectations. 

 It would be the hope that our faith journeys would also have high expecta-
tions and renewed energy every month of the year. We so easily discuss school, sports, politics, golf, the 
latest music or movies with others. When it comes to sharing our faith, not so much. We have new life in 
Christ but so often don’t seem very excited about its impact on our daily living. Does this new outlook 
make a difference in the reality of our behavior and actions in the culture where we live, and move and 
have our being? Do we show our love for our Gracious God, in the manner we relate to others – family, 
friends, acquaintances, strangers, and especially those who are not like us – racially, religiously, ethnical-
ly or gender wise? 

 Our responsibility in Christ’s gift of freedom from bondage to evil and to live graciously with 
compassion and the presence of the Spirit, is to serve as a conduit for Christ’s love to continue to touch 
the lives of others through our engagement with them. There is no such thing as a “secret-service Chris-
tian.” To love is an action verb. Being a follower of Christ is not a status or position which is passive or 
somehow related to life insurance for eternity. Rather, it is a living relationship with responsibility to act 
with grace and compassion, not centered on oneself but on the welfare and raising up of others to faith 
and new life. Such love and loving often runs counter to the culture in which we live with its values of 
power, self-centeredness and greed where proclaimed individual freedom is irresponsible and an excuse 
for exclusion and an attitude of “me first and tough on you.” 

 Not only are we called to love as we have been loved, but we also have a responsibility to advo-
cate and work for justice in being part of building the kingdom of God which is promised as the out-
come of faithful loving action by the Holy One’s followers in this world. Often not visible to us because 
of the chaos in this world, the promise is a fuller, more satisfying life now with the joy and reward that 
comes when we reach out and share our life and love with others. May we experience this reconciling 
way of the kingdom here and now. 

Blessings, Dick 
 

Adult Education Board Offering 

Book Study – Love to Stay: Sex, Grace, and Commitment; Led by Rev. Jeanette Brodersen 

Falling in love is easy, but staying in love takes courage, hard work, and lots of grace. In this book, Ad-

am Hamilton explores how, with God’s help, we can make love last. Drawing upon a survey of thou-

sands of couples and singles, interviews with relationship and marriage therapists, the latest research in 

the field, and wisdom from the Bible, Hamilton looks at what it takes to create and sustain healthy, 

meaningful romantic relationships across the course of a lifetime. 

When:  7:00 - 8:00 pm, Monday evenings (October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, and November 6) 

Where:  Room 301 

Childcare available upon request.  Books available mid-September.   

Sign up by contacting the Church Office (churchoffice@hudsonucc.org, (330) 650-4048),  

or online at hudsonucc.org (under the Adults > Events & Studies tab). 

mailto:office@hudsonucc.org
http://hudsonucc.org/#/adults/events-studies
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Adult Faith Formation 

SMALL HOME STUDY GROUPS 

Connecting … Equipping … Transforming 

-  Are you interested in joining or forming a small home study group?  

-  Do you want to explore the possibility of growing in your faith while connecting with others? 

-  Are you simply curious about what a small group might be able to offer? 

Small home study groups offer social connections, trust, faith, fun and fellowship and are now forming.  

If you are interested in learning more or have questions, email Bob Carleton at bobcarleton@adjob.com. 

Adult Education Board Offering 

“Doing the Right Thing - Making Moral Choices in a World Full of Options” 

 A well-known author on a recent TED Talk (a short talk offered online) 

lamented:  “There is so little truth in today’s culture.” Many of us have harbored the 

same thought. How do we live, and teach our children and grandchildren to live, 

according to our Christian beliefs in a world where it seems that no one set of 

fundamental beliefs, principles, or standards is allowed - or even exists? 

 Join us to explore this topic in two Sunday evening meeting dates, September 

24 and October 1. The program is sponsored by our Adult Ed/Faith Formation Board 

and led by Brit and Mike Seifert. Meetings will include discussion and DVD segments from the “Doing the 

Right Thing” book and video set created by Charles Colson, advisor to President Richard Nixon. (Chuck 

Colson, known as the “hatchet man - master of dirty tricks,” and one of the “Watergate Seven” who were indicted for 

criminal activity related to Watergate, served time in federal prison and later transformed his life and beliefs as a 

dedicated Christian.) The DVDs include a distinguished panel discussion with news journalist Brit Hume, 

writer/commentator Ben Stein, and Princeton professor Dr. Robert George. 

 Come for both Sunday gatherings, or just one. No need to eat first. We will provide a light supper 

and drinks. Please RSVP by September 17 via the Connection Card, church website, or by emailing the 

Church Office (churchoffice@hudsonucc.org). Childcare is provided upon request. If you have any 

questions feel free to email Brit Seifert (bkseifert@gmail.com).  

Sunday, September 24, 6:00 - 7:30 pm; Room 102 

How did we get into this? Is there truth, a moral law we all can know? 

Sunday, October 1, 6:00 - 7:30 pm; Room 102 

If we know what is right, can we do it? 

 

INTERFAITH RELATIONS WORKING GROUP 
Organizational Meeting - Thursday, September 28, 7:00 pm 

  The Adult Ed/Faith Formation Board invites all interested parties to attend an Organizational 

Meeting of the Interfaith Relations Working Group under the new leadership of FCCH member Van 

Carter. The meeting will be 7:00 pm Thursday, September 28, in the FCCH 3rd floor Adult Ed Conference 

Room. Van brings to the IRWG a passion and vision for learning about and from the faith practices of 

others, as well as personal experience with those of other faiths, particularly in Asia. During this meeting, 

group mission, objectives, structure, and content will be addressed, as well as plans for an upcoming open 

house. Come meet Van and others interested in fostering interfaith communication and understanding 

toward the common good. 

mailto:bobcarleton@adjob.com?subject=Small%20Group%20Interest
mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
mailto:bkseifert@gmail.com
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Youth Ministries 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
D&D - D&D meets every Wednesday, right after school in the Youth Room. Just 

head over right after school for snacks, games and great discussions. Friends are al-

ways welcome so bring a buddy to share the fun. 

CONFIRMATION - Confirmation begins this month for 8th graders. We meet Sun-

day, September 17 at 11:30 am. Confirmands, parents, and mentors, please join us in 

the Youth Room right after the 10:30 service. We’ll go over dates, events and answer 

any questions you might have. It is very important that everyone attend. Please let 

Callie or Steve know right away if you cannot make it. If you haven’t already regis-

tered, please do so at hudsonucc.org/#/youth/confirmation. Contact Callie or Steve with any questions. 

We are looking forward to an exciting year of discovery and growth! 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

IMPACT SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE 

September 3:  NO Impact (Labor Day Weekend) 

September 5:  Special Tuesday Night Impact (7:30-9:00 pm) 

September 10:  NO Impact (First Serve) 

September 17:  School Pressure 

September 24:  Peer Pressure 

October 1:  NO Impact (high school Retreat) 

FALL RETREAT - Our high school Fall Retreat is September 30 – October 1 at the Cuyahoga Valley Na-

tional Park (3675 Oak Hill Rd. in Peninsula). The Retreat is a great opportunity early in the Fall for our 

high school students to get to know each other better and form deeper connections while outside their 

normal schedule and routine.  The cost is $85, which includes lodging, meals and t-shirt. Students can 

sign up by emailing Amy Baldwin (abaldwin@hudsonucc.org), picking up a registration form in the 

Youth Room, or simply follow this link: hudsonucc.org/#/youth/forms. 

ASP 2018 - Mark your calendars! Our first ASP Meeting is Sunday, October 8 from 7:30-8:00 pm in Fel-

lowship Hall! We will kick off registration that night and unveil a new format for this year!  

 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
Gennesaret Soup Kitchen - Saturday, September 2, 9:00 am - 2:30 pm. Don’t miss the opportunity to 

serve at Gennesaret on the first Saturday each month. This is a great opportunity for all of our youth, both 

middle and high school. If you would like to help serve, contact Jeff Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or Scott 

Hooker (mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) to sign up! 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
September 3:  We will finish up our five week series on the book of James.  

September 10:  First Serve - No Breakfast Club 

Two week series on Luke 15  

September 17:  Luke 15, Lost Coin and Lost Sheep 

September 24:  Luke 15, Prodigal Son 

http://hudsonucc.org/#/youth/confirmation
mailto:abaldwin@hudsonucc.org
http://hudsonucc.org/#/youth/forms
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
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Children’s Ministries 

 

It’s not too late to join the WW gang! 
Wonderful Wednesday is off to a fantastic start and 

we would love to have your Kg-5th grader join us! It is 

every Wednesday 5:00 - 6:30 pm and includes dinner! 

Please contact Katie (kmorgan@hudsonucc.org) if you 

have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

Are you ready to be an ACOLYTE? 
All 4th and 5th graders who are interested in bringing in the Light of Christ during our 

worship services are invited to be an Acolyte. Acolyte training will be from 9:45-10:15 

am on Sunday, September 17! Questions? Call Dee Buchanan or Katie Morgan, Director 

of Children’s Ministries and Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries: (330) 650-4048, 

ext. 323 or email dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org; kmorgan@hudsonucc.org. 

 

 

 

 

Fall Fellowship is coming! 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 22 from 1:00-3:00 pm for Children’s Ministries’  

Fall Fellowship event. We will head to Munroe Falls Metro Parks for a scavenger hunt,  

crafts, fishing, eating yummy snacks and just having fun. Everyone is welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know a 4 year old?  

Are you looking for a 4 day-a-week preschool program? 

We’ve got it! Please spread the word that we have an incredible preschool program that has a few remain-

ing spots open. The 4 year old 4 day-a-week class meets Monday - Thursday 12:30 - 3:00 pm and begins 

September 5. Call our Children’s Center for more information (330) 342-3977. 

mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org)
mailto:dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org
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Music Ministries 

 Is it September already? Well, crank up the volume and let’s go! 

 Wonderful Wednesday is already in full bloom on Wednesdays from 5:00 – 

6:30, providing our Kindergarten through 5th grade students a great opportunity to 

experience the good life of fellowship, prayer, scripture and music … lots of music! If you want activities 

for your growing children that nurture faith and love, bring them to us, and we will help solidify the great 

upbringing they are already receiving. 

 We continue to welcome middle schoolers into our revoice musical group. We also meet on 

Wednesdays from 5:00 – 5:30, right after D&D. 

 With a bunch of graduations from our Teen Band this past summer, we are looking to retool this 

wonderful group. Building on some great talent that we already have, we welcome teenaged instrumen-

talists and singers who want to do some really cool music that we all pick out together. Have some ideas? 

Let’s hear them! We meet Sunday nights from 7:30- 9:00, right after Impact, beginning on September 17. 

 Our Handbell Choir also meets for the first time on Sunday evening, September 17 from 6:00 – 7:30. 

The group works really well with families, and we have especially had numerous mother/daughter com-

binations over the years. Anyone middle school age and above can handle the parts, and the Sunday com-

mitment is light. 

 The Chancel Choir continues to meet every Wednesday evening from 7:00 – 8:30. This wonderful 

group needs no introduction. They continually inspire this congregation with their wonderful singing and 

imaginative programming. 

 The Men’s Ensemble rehearses immediately following The Chancel Choir on Wednesdays, and this 

is another group that encourages familial participation, this time with the father/son combo. We sing with 

the Men of Independence on Christmas Eve and enjoy a unique fellowship. Need a night out with the 

guys that doesn’t make you fat or lose money? Right here. 

 We are beginning a new ministry this fall. We are calling it the Memorial Choir and they will be 

singing at our Memorial services. Many churches in many denominations have groups like this and they 

are extremely rewarding, not only for the bereaved, but also for the singers themselves. Because most of 

our memorial services are during the day, this choir might appeal to those who are not working during 

that time. Our rehearsals will also be in the late morning. If you are interested, please see me, and keep an 

eye on the bulletin for more details. 

 We have a “womb to tomb” music program here at First Congregational Church. There is a place 

for everyone who wants to contribute their God-given talent to the Church. Please let me know where you 

want to plug in. 

See you in church! 

Tom 
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Health Ministries 

“And also take with you every kind of food that is eaten, and store it up;  
and it shall serve as food for you and for them.”  ~Genesis 6:21 

 

 The grocery store: a house of plenty or a place of temptation? I hate going to 
the grocery store which is pretty amazing considering how much I love food. I love to 
explore food, cook food, and experiment with food. I love outdoor markets, farmers’ 
markets and berry farms. However, my pocketbook and life schedules influence when 
and where I buy food. So, (groan), I do most of my food shopping at the grocery store. 

 The best advice about food shopping is to stay on the outside aisles. If you hit 
the outside and load up on fruits, vegetables, dairy and fish/meat, avoiding the processed mess in the mid-
dle, you are off to a good start. The middle aisles are temptation - the yummy, addictive, processed good-
ies that were created for making your body think you cannot live without it. Grocery stores place these 
foods strategically to force you to go through these aisles in order to make it from the fresh produce down 
to the milk/butter/cheese/eggs area that we rely on to make our own food. Store creators know that if you 
have to pass through these areas you are more likely to stop and get the sweet and salty sensation that will 
be triggered by looking at the addictive packaging. And face it, we all have those moments when we think 
just opening a package or adding water for a meal sounds so much easier than preparing from scratch! 
Advice: try to avoid the temptation as much as possible. 

 Know your weaknesses and know your health needs. Low salt diet? Avoid the canned and frozen 
meals. You will find a week’s worth of sodium in some of these foods. Read labels. If you need a fast meal 
occasionally, find the healthiest choice. Avoid processed foods. If you are able to eat just one (or even five) 
chips or one cookie instead of the whole package, you are to be congratulated, but most of us are not that 
diligent. Buy REAL food and experiment with cooking and seasoning to make it more appealing. Try new 
vegetables and even eat them raw - try it, you may like it! Our taste buds evolve as we grow up, so trying 
new foods at every age is important. Lastly, portion control is essential. 

 The bottom line is that we all need to buy food and where we get it depends on what is going on in 
our lives. If you are like me, I try my best to avoid the temptations in a grocery store and enjoy the months 
we have the farmers’ market. My attempt at taming the grocery store instead of it taming me. I have not 
progressed to ordering my meals by mail. They promise to be organic, healthy and easy to prepare but 
maybe I will get organized enough to try it some day. In the meantime, you may see me around the perim-
eter of a grocery store, running like a mad woman down a center aisle to grab my rice, and you will know 
I really don’t want to be there. 

“For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature,  
can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species”.   ~James 3:7 

In His Name, 

Kathy 
 

Next FYI: Feeling Young Inside Mark your calendars for 

Monday, September 18! Judy Brown, Hudson vocalist, will sing 
popular songs for us. From ballads and anthems to toe tapping 
tunes, get ready to sing along or put on your dancing shoes! 
Luncheon will start at 12 noon with program to follow. 

 

Mat Yoga returns to FCCH!  Tuesdays at 5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall, begin-

ning September 19. Relax and breath while moving through gentle poses. Bring a 
mat and foam block, if you have one. Beginners welcome! Goodwill donation ac-
cepted. Instructor is Cynthia Field. Questions? kyeakley@hudsonucc.org 

mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
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Missions and Outreach 

Trinity Clothing and Household – It’s Back to School Time! 
Located just four blocks from Findley Community Learning Center, Trinity provides 

support for the families of Findley students, including siblings and extended family. 

Bring your donations to the church and place in the hallway collection bin. 

• New and gently used school uniform clothing for students of all ages 

• New underwear and socks for all ages and sizes 

• Student backpacks, small – medium – large sizes 

• Fall jackets for all ages and sizes 

• Shoes, especially children’s and men’s sizes 

• Preschool and toddler clothing, sizes 2T - 5 

• Blankets, sheets and pillowcases, towels and washcloths 

• Kitchen basics, pots and pans 

 

Family Promise Happenings 

September 3-10 host week is coming up and volunteers are needed in the following area: 

MOVING OUT: Sunday, September 10; 7:15 am - 8:30 am Able bodied individuals to move cots from the 

Youth Room to the trailer and move Youth Room furniture back into place. Some toys and paper goods 

will need to be put in storage. 

OUR NEXT HOST WEEK IS OCTOBER 29 - NOVEMBER 5, 2017. If you would like to volunteer or need 

more information on this mission, contact Patty Molten at patty@moltenfamily.com. 

A note from Family Promise Volunteer Coordinator, Patty Molten 

 My dream for this mission when it first came to our church almost twelve years ago was to find a 

way for our church members to serve others and for parents in our church to show their children how to 

empathize and show compassion for those in need. Children surely learn most of their life skills from 

watching and learning from their parents. A volunteer asked me recently if there was any Family Promise 

volunteer activity which would not be appropriate for children and my answer was a hesitant “no” as the 

program is set up to serve homeless families with children. Why would our children be any different from 

the homeless children and their parents   that we are serving?  I wondered if many potential volunteers 

feel the same way, that they may be putting their children in a dangerous or unhealthy situation by volun-

teering with Family Promise. 

 As I thought about that hesitant “no” I wanted to clarify that the biggest challenge for me is to see 

how parenting styles can be so different from what I grew up with. It is hard to see a parent react strongly 

to their child by using harsh words or using threats, and you will see that happen in some of the families 

that come through Family Promise. Many of these parents had little or no parenting themselves so they are 

resorting to what they know. But these families do show a lot of love for their children. They are in the 

shelter program because they love their children. While some of their parenting and life management styles 

may not reflect our own they are trying to better their lives. It is an opportunity for us as volunteers to 

show as an example of what good parenting involves and how acting with grace and kindness can really 

make a difference in one’s life. I pray you will consider volunteering with this mission to see how you can 

set an example of love, grace and kindness. 

mailto:patty@moltenfamily.com
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Day of Service 

Sunday, September 10 

As part of our preparation for our day of service, we want to share what  

serving the Summit Lake community means us as well to those we are serving. 

“Scripture says we should live in service first – and the health of our faith can be measured by what we do 

more than by what we say. We are compelled to go and know those who are not just like us and find our 

commonality as children of God. That’s what First Serve is all about.” - Peter Wiley, Senior Minister 

“Reaching out to our neighbors is healthy for our spirits as well as our physical well-being.” - Kathy 

Yeakley, Director of Health Ministry 

“This year we will all be together in one area putting love into action as a church family.” - Chloé Wells, 

High School Senior 

“I’m happy to see First Serve focusing on the Summit Lake area this year. Summit Lake is Akron’s most 

diverse neighborhood as well as its youngest with 43% of residents under age 20. The percentage of those 

living at or below the federal poverty level here is 57%, compared with 26% in the City of Akron, 16% in 

Ohio, and 14% in the United States overall. Thus, there is tremendous potential here to make a significant 

difference in the lives of our neighbors.” - Kristin Keller, Licensed Social Worker  

“First Congregational Church’s First Serve program aligns perfectly with our Akron Reimagining the Civ-

ic Commons goal of developing meaningful relationships with our Summit Lake residents on how might 

we return Summit Lake to a place of pride and play. Working together, we are co-creating, co-designing 

and co-stewarding new ideas and enhancements at Summit Lake to make it a destination for all citizens, 

regardless of race, gender, income or education.” - Dan Rice, CEO of Ohio & Erie Canal Coalition 

“Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority (AMHA) is one of several organizations working with residents 

of Summit Lake to build a better community. We welcome the commitment of First Serve to help us do 

more.”  - Tony O’Leary, CEO of AMHA 

“I’m excited to meet the children of Summit Lake and introduce them to the children of our faith commu-

nities!” - Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministry 

“We have the ability to make a difference in someone else’s life and by doing that, we maybe make a 

difference in ours as well.” - Brad Wright, Partner-In-Charge, Akron, Roetzel & Andress, LPA and 

FCCH Mission Board Member 

“I’ve spent the past decade caring for hospitalized children in Akron, many of whom live in the neighbor-

hoods just around downtown. It feels so natural to extend help beyond the walls of the hospital in ways 

that impact and strengthen the Summit Lake neighborhood, where many of these children and families 

live and work.” - Michael T. Bigham, MD, FAAP, FCCM, Akron Children's Hospital and  

FCCH Mission Board Member 

“I have run the Towpath for years and appreciate the opportunity to work with the people whose neigh-

borhood it runs through.” - Tom Scott, Director of Music Ministry 

“I am excited about extending love and faith to our neighbors of Summit Lake while also making a differ-

ence in their community.” - Brad Baldwin, FCCH Mission Board Member 

“When I consider the blessings in my life, I can’t help but look for a way to pay it forward. First Serve pro-

vides that opportunity to make a difference in the lives of others.” - Cindy Deily, Office Manager 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am Worship 

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 
services at our website and Facebook Live 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed 
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator 

Amy Baldwin, Youth Ministry Assistant 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 

Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 
 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Janet Ross, Mission for Haiti/Amistad Chapel 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

This month marks the 215th anniversary of our Church’s founding on 

September 4, 1802. Our Bicentennial Celebration fifteen years ago began 

with a vesper service on Wednesday, September 4, followed by a banquet 

and historical reenactment in the new Fellowship Hall on the following 

Saturday. Rev. Dick Bucey was master of ceremonies at the banquet and 

welcomed past Church members, many of whom had come long distances 

to join in the celebration. Henry Leonard auctioned a Bill Breedon picture for 

the benefit of the Bicentennial Celebration Fund. Jo Beth Gonzalez directed 

the historical reenactment.                       Frank Manak, Church Historian 
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 BAPTISM ~ Congratulations to: 

Joshua and Kimberly Miner on the baptism of daughters, Stella Ann and Lydia Jeanne  

on August 13.  

 DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

Jerry and Judy Pinckard on the recent death of Jerry’s brother, Frank Pinckard in California.  

The family and friends of Thomas Dillman on his death July 29. 

Derry and Sue Wimer and family on the death of Derry’s sister, Bonnie Doyle August 2. 

Beth and Allen Park and family on the death of Beth’s mother, Phyllis Ashbaugh August 10. 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

Rhea Bowen, Nancy Christensen, Grace Lewis, Ed Lutz, Ella Norder,  

Jack Spelman, Dorothy Van Buskirk 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson, Mary Gergely 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Martha Crichton, Doris Hill 

CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick and Corky Buhler 

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
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HUDSON, OHIO 
PERMIT #20 New Member Class  

and Informational Gathering 

First Congregational Church of Hudson 
47 Aurora St. • Hudson • OH • 44236 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Requested in Home Delivery August 25-28 

 9:00 am Sending Service ~ FCCH, Sanctuary 

 10:00 am Projects begin in the Summit Lake Community 

 10:00 am Children’s Fair begins for families with small children 

 12:30 pm Hot dog lunch at Summit Lake Park 

 4:00 pm Complete projects and head home 
 

Don’t miss out on this fun opportunity! Be a part of this huge team of volunteers. Some of the groups joining 

us this year come from Hudson High School, Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority, Students With A 

Goal, Ohio & Erie Canal Coalition, Summit Education Initiative, The GAR Foundation, KGK Landscaping, 

South Street Ministries, The Peter Maurin Center, OPEN M, Keep Akron Beautiful, Let’s Grow Akron, The 

City of Akron, Akron Mayor’s Office and others. 

 

There is still time to sign up to volunteer. 

Go to https://firstserve2017.eventbrite.com 

or visit the First Serve table in Fellowship Hall and sign up in person. 

Day of Service 

Sunday, September 10 

mailto:jbrodersen@hudsonucc.org
https://firstserve2017.eventbrite.com

